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Heu is it that ye do mot diſcern this time? 


o never calls upon us to diſcern the 
ways of his Providence, without givin 8 
us ſome ſigns, to direct and affiſt us in our 
judgment; who can no more comprehend 
the Divine counſels, without the Divine 
light, than we can bebold the fun, without 
the aſſiſtance of his own rays. 


B | When 


( 2 ) 

When our bleſſed Lord required the p the people 
to examine, and judge for themſelves, ; wo 
the ſigns which attended his coming, he 
called them to a pleaſant as well as a profitable 


enquiry : fax ps he dhrh/ ehre te fave the 
world, all the ſigns given to confirm his 


miſſion, explained the end of it, and were 


ſigns of ſalvation. The blind received their 
fight, the ears of the deaf were opened, the 
tick were healed, the dead were raiſed. 
Even the heathen . poets; according to the 
expeQation. they. had of ſo deſirable an event, 
repreſent it under the moſt beautiful igen, 
as the refſoration of a golden age, in Us) 
man ſhould recover that purity ; and happ 

of which he had fo long been deprived by 


NS 


the corruption of his nature,” And when 
the things were about to be fulfilled, me 
Bear the ſervants of God, who were better 
informed, congratulating each other on c 


times 
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Virgin: Bleſſed ars your eyes, faid the Lord to 


( 8s ) 
times they bad-lived to ſee ; Bleſſed art bus 
among + awomen, ſaid Elizabeth to the holy 


bis diſciples : many prophets-and kings have 
deſired to ſee the; things which ye ſee, and 


eaſt rejoiced with exceeding! great joy, when 


they ſaw the.ſtar, which directed them: the 
ſhepherds glorified and praiſed God for all the 
things which they had ſeen and heard: even 

the heavenly hoſt uttered a ſong of triumph: 
the heavens rejaiced, and the earth: was glad, 


when the Saviour was uſhered into the world: 
all the ſigns of his birth, and of his miniſtry, 


were favourable and. falutary, and inſpired 
with hope and gladneſs all thoſe who were 
wiſe enough to underſtand them. 


Such were the ſeutiments of men and 
angels at his firſt appearance. His ſecond 


B 2 coming 


649 | 
coming, to jadge the World hath' ald 

"Gigs but moe bf hem are ——— 
are all alafring, all terrible; all partaking bf 
the nature of that tremendets event in which 
'they. art tu terminate: earthqquakts, fürines, 
-peſtilences, diſtreſß ef nations ; inſurrectlott 
amd tumults 5 tiſturbing the Works,” a8 formt 
agzitate elle wide waters f the fea + Viet tht 
death: is -peobeded by ſts of ü de 

forez- by terrors and Frärrtitegö, and -Pattgs, Hl 
| ronyullionty we bunt every real tb Eyed, 
lat the!wottd's-Jedth Will be bought 6H th 
ſius and diſbiders, upom a grett ſeals, und 6f 
a nqu ſpecies. Aid here it is Worth ord- 
are making this fiene of the time, they tte 
marking its characters: but, in ignorance; ; 
"they: base nor hat herd. „ Ane 
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| ati learned men. But — 10 


view of the ſubje@, fo edifying, that weean 
2 —— | As poli 
take bon danger ination a com- 
mercial nation, we conſider h BEE" md 
affected; ag a military people, we conſult 
ow war is to be carried on; „ 
Jonrces ; and what will be its probable iſſue. 
1 iltians 
with what the Almighty Ruler of the world W cab] 
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here upotr #16 diffuſe in veſtigation j but mean 
to eonſine myſelf to one remarkable fign of 
the laſt days, which 1 think hath never yet 
through the unſkeifulneſs of interpreters; but, 
becbuſe it ſeems to be one of thoſe-myſterious 
prediftions,” which nothing but the event can 
enable us to underſtand: and which a ſueceſ- 
ſion of future events may ſtill be — to. 
„ we ann e N 
es : Nr XV 
n there was dn very CY 
u he: Obirftian church, that the coming. of 
Jeſus\Chriſt, to judge the world, was then 
near at hand. His judgment of the jewiſh 
nation had'been foretold, in terms ſo appli- 
cable to his final judgment, that a miſtake: 
might thence ariſe; even among wiſe and. 
pious Chriſtians: of which St. Paul having 

ny gives them proper information, in 
B 4 that 


"\ 


5 6 
ee OPTI benen 
oel the: Grand epiſtle to the Thamar; 
vcherein he Mats them of i very extragrdjs 
{iruftion: af this world; and that the end, 
all chings vas not REO 
thawld have comme 60 poſs. The pallags 1in 
2 
for that ugy ſhall unt came, except there dum 
fallin; awsy (an apoltacy) fo, and whit a0. 
of fin be revealed, the fon of perdition ; who o. 
erb andexaltetb bunyjelf above all that ic ral 
Bod, ar riat in worſhipped; H thit the as: God; 
be ui, God. It may be proper, that the words; 
iy which a prophecy is delivered, ſhould haue 
a ceftain degree of obfcurity, that they y 
not open too much before the time: and the 
ſym happens pertly fromm the neneſſity of the 
caſe ; (becauſe the ching which hath net 83 
381; > 4 yet 
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yet been known tothe World, will be GO; 
ceived: with difficulty ven from a plaig 
deſeription of it. IThis is applicable to the 
pallage now before us; on which volumes 
interpretation; depending on facts, which. 
however bad in their way, did certainly 
never. come up. to this deſeription. But when, 
he event brings its om interpretation, with 
it, 4 child may ſec farther, than the moſt 
learned could before: and if the whole paſſage 
be taken in ts-pbvious ſenſe, and with all is. 
circumſtances, it will, apply itſelf ſo direciiy 
to a caſe in hand, chat little doubt can remain 
in the. mdf amy reader, Who, has mo rœaſan 
for ſhutting his eyes ainſt the truth. 
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We obſerve then. faſt, bat a. falling awe 
ſhould happen before the end of the world. 
The original calls it a S Which term. 


in 


nothing but an apoſtacy from the Chliftian 
cularly faid to conſiſt in a revelation of AH 
of fin; this Ton of perdition. Tt is not neceſ 
ry here to ſuppoſe,” chat titis an of Hin 
only one individual perfon. In the tenth 
Phlm, when we read of the man of the earth; 
ve 40 not u derſtan a ſingle perſon pat⸗ 
character, a ſort of ungodly” propley whoſe 
——— is in hs ens "he 
note a Lade ſort of ſinful ene 
even the race of mankind, when become 
ſinful in the extreme, according to that ſtate 
of depravity;' which is deſoribed in the wordt 
that follow, For, it ſeems, this man of fin 
ep eib and exalteth hinfelf” above” all-that i 
terms are leſs difficult in ie original chan du 
N. = 


(a 
the Engliſh A chai in called Oid is Iitetacty 
every perſon, every man, Who is called God: 
and the word we-tranſlate worſhipped ed preſſos 
moſt properly that fort of worthip, ' whictris 
given to venerable or auguſtperſons, what- 
e. Nag ee 
5719 viulel j a H1011511? ber) 30.-29mfca odT 
ß — — 
fron cannot {a properly denote Cd b1nfelf as 
by hit name. And Who are they? The 
Scripture itſelf will anſwer us: I have. ſaid, 
princes and rulers; as it is alſo ſaid in che law 
(Exod. xxii; 28.)-th:w halt unt revile the, gods, 
wr curſe ibe ruler: of thy people; where the 
latter clauſe is but explanatory of the former. 
The reaſon of this is plain: rulers are called 
Gad, becauſe they act under him, and execute 
0 hi 


(#) 
bis lays by ls 0wn.authdrity:. Thegquaſtion 
therofore'cis partly anſwered= they: that are 
Aliud Coll are kings and: waters. Our - Eleſſed 
Satichr / hichſalf tells us who! they gro ji ahr 
a word cof God came. Jahn x. g 
The name of God, therefore, is plainly given 
\t0\mya, on dceaunt of their" office and ebm 
miſſion under the word of God, whether,they 
be princes, Prophets or ptieſtß ; bncauſe they 
aft in Gais ſtead with i zcſpett! to nan 
kapgoity, bud a right io be d God, im wit 
been che intention of his argument with the 
fo mp ftw ws it 
Ht 0 4 aq 100 2: uns al 
eee, eee, 
dunde of zhe man f l, ite gen wil 
the 
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30 
8 2s db if fl: 10 N b 4 
ippeats, halt been mentibnel to the dlfCipls 
vette} MU Pritt) etpbunded to them; 
for, as ke / 5e Mob 0d WolHBulderb, vd 3 
gbr Be 0 th Nr aan, ir 25 ee 
puh WH and bot; only de wb now 
Ertelb, eat tet, 1 de Be Ya n out of * ity hy; 
and then ſhall chat wicked one be me” 
the Lord ſhall defiroy with the brightneſs Cl his 
conbeg. This pare” of the acl ſcription i i ors 
us, Hirt, that tlie wah 3 in, 2 Fa; myſter ery 
of wiquity Which Wörketh Höf the prbdöckug ; 
6f the characber, was even than in the world, 
and would häte broken out; ; bel == 
ſecondly, there Was ſome reftra a 
which ſerved 48 a Tet or hindrance, to Keep it 12 
dowir; tal the time ſhould ere, w hen it ow? 
file up in its true ſhape, "and be fully ai 10 
ed to the World. Aud. L 2 it k. to to 'be- 
ed by the actual ate of the Lord 
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ye in the fl er, 


r pow. A 
world,” It may be worth diſtinguiſhing | or; 
though would build pothing. upon it th th 
the . word for wicked one is not Tomes: but WI ber 


!, levi; as caſting out, and reyoune- an; 
ing, all authority of law, 8B "eh K 


divine. , EOS ws 
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*" What has been Gid amounts to this: that, 
in in the. laſt age of the world, before the com: 
ing of Chriſt, there ſhould be an actual apoſ- 

tacy, or departure from the Chriſtian faith and 
worlhip : that the ſinful nature of man, riſing 
up: againſt, the powers of religion apd govern- 
ment, Which bad reſtrained it for 0 many W ' 
[OM ſhould break looſe, and take a A form of whi 
iniquity, fuch: as may properly | be called a new es 
revelation of ſin, which the world had never the 
cen before. ? More particularly, that this The 

form 


L. 


. 


form of; ſin ſhould. exalt itſelf againſt the aus 
thority of God in l his miyiſters, whether civil 
or;religigus; that it ſhould even, ſ ſeize upon 
the temple of God, and convert it into the 
temple of man ; that it ſhould exclude God, 
and make a God of itſelf, claiming. the ho- 
nourg of divine worſhip, -, That this ſpirit, of 
ifobedience bad Always, been at work; but 
that there was a power Which hindered. it 
from ſhewing itſelf, to. the world, fill the 
proper ſeaſon ; When that reſtraining, power 
ſhould, no longer operate, but be raten cut of 
the ay, either by the violence of man, or the 
juſt judgment of God, or by the one co- ope- 
rating with the other. And finally, chat this 
s the laſt and moſt. deſperate ſtate of lin, on 
which Chriſt himſelf ſhall come to take ven- 
geance, when its meaſure (of which he is 
the oply proper judge) ' ſhall be filled up. 
Then, ſhall this wicked one, whoſe fin is the 


ſame 


(43 
dme will chat of 4 „the ral of ths 
. of Cotan, Who Exalted Hit: 
tel again the abttidrlty" of God Ute" 
miniſters Moſes and Auron, the king And tte 
Prietz perth as "they a8, © Satan 4s Uh 
Www, and the furs of Reaven” ö hel 
Vick: hid fre of the Loa cine fort; 
Whos Ctrah aud bis Ctüpehy t I 
Uke fort Mall judgrent Ve take oh this thkk 
bf fin whb is to be purified Witlr Verla 
ing deſtruction from the preſents of the Thi, 
vnd from the glory of His postet, en . 
walk de fedeled in Marin Area 
e 209. t v0.00 To Ju: * vi 
en not omit, Though it be ferbel) he 
ceſſery to obfetve after Wy has been fad, 
that, in detecting the tin ar fin, we thay "uſe 
the ſatne method 6 Joh this Baptit"Uid for 
diſcovering the true > Metals. Wheh he 2 
bis * with this queſtion, "tt "pow b 


Ty 
33 
wy 


(7) 


tha! ſhauld come, or look wwe for another? The 
meſſengers in this caſe were bidden to ob- 
were aſſured, that John would thence know 
for certain, who he was that did it: the 
works of ſalvation would infallibly point out 
the Saviour. So if we are inquiring after the 


man of fins let us but obſerve what he; does) 


and we; ſhhall be ſure who he is. Thus for 
rxample 3 if inſtead of the ſacred riglit of 
government, We find the ſacred right of in- | 
ſurrection 3 inſtead of God only Wiſe, the 
wiſdom of man deified and adored in the 
temple of God; inſtead of the liberty of 
ſetving, God, which is the only true 
freedom, the liberty of diſobeying him; 
inſtead of that juſtice and mercy, in which 
only man can be like to God ; the power of 
death, the ae of the devils windy 


— 9 9 A v 
_— 


3 
exercifing irielf in deſtioying men's lives; in- 


iead. of laws for ſecuting property, pin 
ind: Gerilege laying every thing waſte ; w 
deſire to kn, What the true inan of fn, 
whoever he is to be, and whenever he is to 
come, can do inore ? If there could bo ſueh 
2 thing as an actual incarnation of the prince 
of the infernal regions, it does not appeit 
what he could do worſe; - He might perhaps 
duſplay greater acts of power, as being an angel 
that excels: in ſtrength; but he ebuld not 
commit greater acts of fin : For, What fins de 
ve know of beyond rebellion, ſaorilege: ur- 
der, and blaſphemy ? two of which are tnore 
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Lane ha we think bete 
we ſhould live to ſee theſe things fulſilled fo 
ncariy as they have been and in ſhewing 
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„ 
this, 1 ſhall have no occaſion to invent or tb 
exaggerate; the facts are ſucli as will ſpeak 
for themſelves z and there is ſcarcely a perſon 
here prefent, who could not ſay to me what I 
am about to ſay to him. We all know, that 
in the neighbouring country, a direct apoſtacy 
— 94 religion 
Fs 3 or neglect of 
truth; but poſitively, publicly, and in ſolemn 
form, The reſtraining power of government, 
and the obligations of law, have not beet in 


| terrupted and defied, in the fury of tumultuous 


agitation,” but alalutely eaten er che ug 
and aboliſhed. The wl of u witked nation 
bah been admitted as the only ſovereign ſw, 
now to be obeyed: and while the galpel 
teaches, that there ir,one-Lowgiver, who is abhe 
t /eve ond to" dfirey, we' ſee a portentous 
company riſen up, who take 22 
C 2 the 


—— — — 
——— ——— — ——— — ao —2 „„ 


the ſublime denomination of :{egr/bators ;,-nht 
right; excluſive of bis legiſlation, and in op- 
poſition to his power. And, that -nothing 
may be wanting to the fulfilling of the pro- 
been ſhut; up from the worſnip of God, and 
opened to admit the worſhip of regſon ʒ a 
idol unknown to the temples of Pagan anti- 
quity. And hat is the reaſon here intended. 
It is the reaſon of man; that is, of the philo 
ſopher dr the plowman; for the one id 
much a man as the other; and Where all are 
equal, as good a man. And what is the re- 

fon. of man, but the mind of man != And 

what is the mind of man, but man himſelf; 

who now, as God, is actually ſeated in the 

temple of God to be worſhipped. This 

what the wiſeſt man living could not have 
ſuſpected ſome years ago; and what themolt 
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calls him, che on ꝙ perdition ; that is, the fan 
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— it is 5 
— inf 
was not more notorious. Government hath 
been taurdered iu the perſon of their prince; 
lin and blaſphemy of every kind, like wild 
beaſts that . hade broken their chains, have 
overran the country No law ſubſiſts: the 
will or ſinful nan ox of the man of ſin, is a 
law unto itſelf ; and as the apoſtle once ſaid, 
chat; the lau /iwas the ſtrength of ſin; ſo now 
it may be ſaid; the ſtrength of fin is the law; 
and there is no other. It is a law, which 
doth not puniſh robbery, but ordains it : 2 
aw, which doth not protect or ſave men's 
lives, but deſtroys. them: and, if it had power 
according to its will, would not leave one honeſt 
man upon the earth. And hereby the man 
of ſin: proves himſelf to be, what the apoſtle 


* 19 49 i of 
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ſpect here becomes too 


(mn)) 


ſon of that father, who was a murderer fun 
tie beginning, and leads all his children to the 
practice af his own favourite finz who, in 


- , their capacity of legiſlators, have nothing to 


tender them teſpeftable, but new-invented 
to ba mp 
nutely delineated: every human creature, that 
has any feeling, muſt turn away from-it with 
horror; and reſolve, that if ſuch be tha world 


now left to us, it muſt ſurely be our duty and 


Intereſt, to pray to God, that he would pot 
an end to it: or, in the more devout add 
affecting language of our Liturgy, that be 


——— 


cles, — 
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| en has 9 
| ſonous flower, ſo may the Chriſtian, when 


properly 


ol the deſtroyer, whoſe nume in elbe y che 
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Cm) 
properly informed, derive comfort from every 
ſudject. Every event; whatſoever it may be 
in itſelf, is valuable to us, if the conſideration 
of it tends to the confirming and ſtrengthen- 
ing of our faith : and how can it be other- 
wiſe, when we ſee with our eyes, that God is 
faithful and true, and that the fure word of 
his prophecy is daily fulfilling in the world ? 
This brings che truth of the goſpel home to 
dur boſorns, and makes us living witneſſes of 
it. When the wickedneG of the Jews 
brought down the vengeance of heaven upon 
Jerufalern, the time was fearful and fatal to 
that people; while Chriſtians conſidered the 
whole as an accompliſhment” of What their 
Maſter bad foretold, and an earneſt of their 
own approaching redemption. The more 
wicked this world becomes, the nearer is its 
end: corruption is never very remote from 
Gſſolution. This great ſubject will have df. 
n ferent 
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ſons ;. to ſome of terror, from the -ayonginy 
hand of God, whom in the moment of ligey: 
tiouſneſs they have inſulted and defigd;; tp 
athers of comfort and conſidenge. from the 
fulfilling of the Divine pr omiles, . The ſans 
waters of the flood, which drowned the wojld, 
ö ſupported that ark which preſerved the | 
8 of Noah. When the world ſhall be in it lf 
agonies of an and perturhation, and men's 
hearts are failing them for frar; the ſervantz 
of Chriſt are commanded to Ad up their ad 
(Which bave been bowed down under fe. 
proaches and perſecutigns). and to 44 4p, + for 
is actually come, for, the Chriſtians. of this ge- 
neration to lift. up their heads, it would be 
raſh to affirm, and perhaps weak to; believe 
many ſtrange things may intervene; et thus 
** I think, our perſuaſion may extend; with 
reaſon ; 


ferent, effects on the minds of different per 


this n 
have 

tetteth 
which 
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reaſon; chat all the ſervants of God. who now 


world; may go to reſt, under an aſſurance that 
their ſeparation'fram the body will be ſhott: 2 
conſideratioſi, vyhich ta our weak minds, ſub» 
jecꝭ t iſtrong impreſſions from the ideas of 
time and ꝓlace, ma have its uſe in leſſening 
the fear of death; and it is therefore worth 
2 u doudw oo ioc 272 0412974 
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f e _ find from the prediction of 
the; apoſtle; that the revelation-of the man of 
in, was an eyenit, toihappen before. the end of 
the world; how -thinkful —_ We to be, 
that it did not happen here, for, that the 


een SEEN 


this nation, cannot be denied: and it would 
have prevailed, but for that power which 


which it bath pleaſed God, of his unmerited 


are; or ſhortly will i be, leaving this preſent 


myſtery of miquity hath long been aowerk in 


ktteth, the reſtraining power of government, 


good- 
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4 
goodneſs ſtill to preſerve amongſt us. I fear thr 


there is too much truth in the aſſertion; that I up 
the firſt ſeeds of all this miſchief were ſown WW iſa 
in Britain. Here it was, that reaſon, now WW dif] 


deified in France, was firſt inveſted withi the a \ 
right of making its own religion; which, in eye 
other words, is a right of being its own God: MW the 
and modern atheiſts have only carried' that 
right to the point, to which it has always been 
tending, under the management of our deiſts, 
The lights and ſanctions of religion can be 
only from God: if from man, thew he in G bon 
to himſelf. This doctrine, i in fairer words, 
was firſt ſtarted amongſt us: and fo was that 
other, that there is no power of government 
but from the power of the people. Here did 
that doctrine ariſe in the laſt century; andthe 
murder of a king, with\a ſacrilegious plun - 
dering of the church, and a miſerable oppteſ- 
AA But, 
3 through 
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through the mercy of God, we were not given 
up: our miſtakes did not terminate in athe- 
iſm: and may the ſame Divine grace ſtill 
diſpoſe us to take proper warning, and make 
a wiſe uſe of the example now before our 
eyes; that we may every day be farther from 
the danger, and ſafer from the infection, of 
poſtacy :. that the church, which God hath, 
promiſed. to-preſerye to the end of the world, 
may be preſerved here; and that the little 
faith he ſhall find at r his "Ny may ed 
found with us. + 
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